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A greetling cardl...

* When a major greeting
card company stakes
its profit on its
customers’ recognition
of the “bright light” in
near-death
experiences (NDEs),
you know that the
phenomenon of NDEs
has become integrated
into U.S. culture.

Teday’s presentation...

« History of the field of
near-death studies

» Controversy in the field

¢ Ethical implications
arising from the field

History In the Field of Near-Death Studies

¢ Resusdtation technology

¢ Raymond Moody, MD,
PhD, 1975, Life after Life

- Coined the term "near-
death experience”

~ Over 13 million coples sold

- Translated into 26
languages

- Increased mtﬁnne‘: of and
curlosity about
substantially.




Histery in the Field of Near-Death Studies

However, books making
reference to NDEs
appeared in writings
before 1975. Some of the
earliest:

- Schoolcraft, 1825
- Livingstone, 1872
- Cozzins, 1873

- Barrow, 1848

- Clarke, 1878

- Litte, 1881

- Munck, 1887

- Winslow, 1868

- Cobbe, 1882

History in the Field of Near-Death Studies

Scholarly journal articles
before 1975 induded:

- Wiltse, 1889

- 5 articles by James
Hyslop in the early
1900’s

— 4 articles sole- or
first-authored by
psychiatrist Russell
Noyes in the early
1970’s

Histery in the Field of Near-Death Studies

* 1977: Association for the Scientific Study of Near-Death
Phenomena,

¢ 1978: John Audette; Kenneth Ring, PhD; Michael Sabom, MD;
and I: bylaws, articfes of incorporation, application for tax
exempt status.

o 1981: International Association for Near-Death Studies
(IANDS). (Happy 25% anniversary, IANDS!) Among Its

products
- Scholarly journal, begun in 1981 as Anabiosis — The Journal for
ua-r;g.e-u:sm ; changed In 1987 to Journal of Near-Death

~ Quarterly newsletter, Vital Signs, and a variety of informational
brochures.

- Since 1989, almost-annual conferences; this year is the 15,

~ Faciiitated implementation and orendon of local interest groups;
over 55 exist boday, most in the U.S., others in Canada, Mm”'
and eastern Europe, Israel, and South Africa.

- Website since 1995: www.lands.org; over 400,000 page hits per

Histery In the Field of Near-Death Studies

Other major websites dedicated to NDEs:

— Kevin Williams*
(www.near-death.com)

. n in 1996; now gets about
mllonmuu%umﬁ

- Jeff Long, MD, and Jody Long, JD";
Nur-b’:'& x M&M~

(m.nd-l:f.mg)

. n In 1998; now gets about
mﬁloaplquubpamnﬂ!

— A recent Googling of the wards
“near death ' K““
results exceeding 76.4 million.

Curiosity about and interest in NDEs clearly continues.




Histery In the Fleld of Near-Death Studies History in the Field of Near-Death Studies
Major books by Noteworthy edited
researchers (a few collections indude:
noteworthy)

- Greyson & Flynn, 1984
~ Outside the field of
medicine (Ring, 1980, 1984; - the Amerlca’n Psychological
Ring & Valarino, 1998; Ring Association’s (APA) 2000
& Cooper, 1999; Grey, 1985; book, The Varleties of
Sutherland, 1989) Anomalous Experience:
Examining the Sclenﬂllcﬂ
- B Sabom, Evidence—the APA's first-
1;8.'2'?*. Mouq,.mfsso; Fenwick ever publication
& Fenwick, 1995; Rommer, acknowledging and
2000; Parnia, 2006) addressing non-ordinary
experiences.
Trends In the Professienal Perledical Litersture Andings
Made possible by:
Near-Death Experiences:

Nearﬂc:agle%edencjl: Index lo['l::;&oq(;‘xc;;&neru(mc One way to ca.tegorize

m;" mﬂghcf'm : NDE research is to

2006) " differentiate between

retrospective and
" schalarty publications on prospective studies.
NDEs, muared by 135 NDE-
related topics
* a joint venture between
IANDS and

the University of North Texas




Retrospective Studies Prospective Studies
* Researchers did not have
iaimation sbout the * Researchers have
dose brush with death S
before and during the information about the
episode; they first leam NDEr's close brush
about it after--often years with death before and
after--it occurred. during the episode
— Involve “convenlence
resea - Usually conducted in
part “mmmdly hoo;'ghover-peﬂodofn
come forward in response to few months
a researcher’s call for
participants - Tend l:' be nr:ore thorough,
difficult, and expensive
~ Less representative
but easier and less ar.:en::ve
to conduct
- Year Researcher Number | Focus
The following analysis... g of mont U P
refrospective studies with ::: :':" :: :M
maore than one research o r=re = o
mﬁr;&pi%h‘d 1962 Twemlow ot of n E
193 Gireen ot ol. 240 B
R . - Mosily scholary journal 1983 Gecyson » BA
* Is based on the Index mentioned earlier. publications 0| e " 2
198 ‘Thowas ot al. >84 B
" Somo bOOk’ 1984 Ring, 11 A
» Excludes the numerous individual case > Toeied o w
studies of NDErs. 1965 | Baer » A
1985 Greyson » E
1988 Morse ot ol 1 E
1968 Holden & E
1990 Greyson 10 E
1990 Oweos st . 58 E
1990 Ring et o, Kl EA
1950 Sardebely 4 EA
1990 Stevensen ct . 107 E
1991 Sendahely 10 E




Year | Researcher Number of | Focus
NDEss
Listing of most U.S. 1992 Bectel etal. ) E
refrospective studies with 1992 Atwater >100 [
more than one research 1992 | Greyson 135 A
participant published 19 | Olwastal, 1 A
through 2005, 1993 Walls 7] A
1994 Gibwea 100 E
(confinued) 1993 Hoffmen 30 AR
1997 | Musgreve st EA
1997 | Bingatal a E
199 | Groth Mamast et oL | 39 A
1998 [ Sablman et ol 2 )
1998 | Hoffnen 53 A
2000 | Rocwue >300 A
2001 Tutke s B/A
200 Greysen 6 A
200 | Lester 51 E
2003 | Loog & Locg 218 A
200 Moris &Koat [ 12 A
200 Boactfast © A
2004 | Goeywon & Liestec | 74 R/A
2004 Laog et ol 203 E
Total >UT8

Year Researcher Locstion Nucber of | Foous
‘NDErs
Listing of most Western Barope
retrospective studies
outside U.S. with more 1985 Grey UK. n A
than one research 1995 Feowick UK. 330 E
participant published 199 Paceiolie By 7 E
through 2005. 1998 ‘Blockmers Ux. 26 E
2001 Vea Lemsmed Nethedad | 62 A
otal.
2001 Kaobl euch Cermeny L EA
Bl
Australis
1989 Sutherimd Australia Eed A
2000 Gow et of. Anstralia 30 E
2005 Perore ot ol Australia 60 B
Noo-Western Asia.
1963 Covety Melnosia |3 E
1992 Zhi.ying et | China n wA
1992 Pasvicha Iodis 16 A
1993 Blsckmere Indie 8 BA
1993 Puasriche Inds 13 E
Totad >

Resuits: Retrospective Studies

e In the past 30 years,

- U.S. researchers have conducted the largest
number of retrospective studies—at least
42,

- Involving sample sizes ranging from four to
over 300 NDErs,

- For a total of well over 2,000 NDEr research
participants.

Resuits: Retrospective Studies

¢ Outside the U.S.,

— At least 14 retrospective studies,

— Most in Western countries of Europe and
the country/continent of Australia, with a
total sample of over 300 NDErs;

- Five in non-Western countries of Asia, with
a total sample of over 70 NDErs;

— None so far in South America or Africa.




Prospective Studies
Year | Researcher Lacation Number of | Focus
NODErs
1982 | Sabom* USA 78 E/A
1986 | Greyson USA 16 E
1990 | Schnaper et al. USA 25 E
1995 | Milne Canada 6 E
1997 | Lawrence USA <23 3
2001 | Pamia et al. U.K. 7 E
2001 | van Lommel et al. Netherlands | 62 E/A
2002 | Schwaninger et al. USA 11 A
2003 | Greyson USA 27 E
2004 | Sartori U.K. 15 E/A
Total approx
270
* mbad prospective and Tetrospactive

Results: Prospective Studies

* So far, prospective researchers have
- conducted a total of 10 studies
—in North America and Europe only,
- involving a total of about 270 NDErs.

* In the past three decades, by even
the most conservative estimate,
- over 65 research studies,
- involving over 2,500 NDErs.

Schelarly Articles Addressing NDEs by
Publicatien Dates: 1889-2005

i

Five-year Increments




Hamber Mot Recest
Rack | of Aticles | Publicaton Year Penodiced

Top Scholardy t ¢ 2005 Asshio e (1981 37V Journal of Near-Dewh Stsies (1947-2001) ety | Nember startidar | Anthar el —
Publication 2 2 201 Journd of the American $o sty for Prychical Research [
Venues Ranked 1999 e Sd"l’ihr:iy b . = ey o ol :
by Number of < v 0 Jourua of Necvows 204 Mectl Disease Publica _om Yy : :‘: :.:'c'.': ::: _:‘
Md« 3 12 1984 Thaa so'e or Flrst s “ Noyes, u...n. 1969 2
Addressing NDEs : : :;: :::e'"" Nosiew Author W Scrdubcly, Wikias ] 1996 7
through 2008, . 5 e P 6 11 Stbom, Micheel 2005 |
« The clear leader: R D 1993 Jovndl ol Traospersoon Prychology i “: x:.:u- ::: :;
Anablosis/Joumal of L Ll Dol ity - ¢ Because sheer b y 3 ‘lackmore, Bosen 199 10
Near-Death Studies, u L e el and rece ofa y Grom, F. Gurden, £ «
with nearly 15 fimes the 2 201 Sl “wh,:,"zmm v Growwe, cknd ET 7
numw O' mbbs 'hun 11 4 1989 Journd of the Amaericen Medicd Association “ n“ assess .'n' or 3 ol don, Jemice 2005 1
the next highest L idad Raiv fiwnd st Muning Impact on ﬂ!‘&d, 1 : Morsa, Mekvia 1997 N
periodical, g tiee Do Sowmuioe are only a crude [ ‘Sorvensen, L 1995 is

U i L in of who are i3 2 Rogs, D. Scatt 984 8
« Ot the non-JNDS : = Tt e the leading past and D s v Kt LT D
joumals, s 2001 Journd olthe Society for Prychicel Revearch t figures in the . Twenlew, Sut T m

. 3 1993 Peychiary " 5 Gabbdard Gln 191 19

-7 in medicine, A |« 1967 Amacicm Jownal o€ Diseares of Chiliren fleld of near-death s Gibba, Joka 2003 ]
- 6 in parapsychology, : ) ‘Amcica Jooadd o oychaary s Hydop, James, W [T 7
- 5 In psycholegy, 7 1581 Anaice Pychdops s wia, Harvey 1993 1
- 4 in thanatology, 1 2005 Chrisian Parsgeychalogis s Ween-Lewis, Jobe 205 !
-3 inrefigion. 4 1986 Coatemparuy Prychology

4 1939 ReVisse

Other interesting observations from the dex ...

¢ Number of articles addressing each of
the 135 NDE-related topics used in the
content analysis

- Most frequently addressed topics:

¢ “methodology in NDE research.”

» “characteristics of -
NDEs—emotions—pleasurable.”

* “characteristics of
NDEs—autoscopy, out-of-body,”

« “characteristics of NDEs—light,
mystical,” and

* “altered states and NDEs.”

— The actual amount of research
published so far has barely
scratched the surface of what,
hopefully someday, will be a much
more!. comprehensive picture of the
NDI

Other interesting observation from the /ader ..

Least frequently addressed
topic—with only one citation
listed—is “humor and NDEs.”

* At least several of the least
addressed topics indicate areas
sorely in need of further research:

- “religion and
NDEs—indigenous cultures”
and “—Judaism"” with six
citations each.

- “characteristics of
NDErs—psychic abilities” with
four,

~ “circumstances of
NDEs—combat related” with
four, and

- “religlon and NDEs—Islam”
with only two.




Contreversy in the Reid of Near-Beath Stmlies

Adapted from Ken Wilber's
(2000), Integral “theory of
everything”

* Interplay between two
fundamental dichotomies:

—the Individual and the
coffective

~the subjective/interior and
the objective/exterior

Individual
3 o
b
b i
i e
f_- C
¢ H
i v
v e
e
Collective

Controversy u the Fold of Near-Death Studies

Individual
Subjectives .
Experienced inside an
Individual,

- Individual report of
one’s NDE.

Coatreversy i the Feld of Near-Death Stmiles

Individual
Sul

Experienced inside an
individual,

- Individuat report of
one’s NDE.

Individual

Objective:

Observed froni outside of an
Individual.

;‘gheymlogiul monitoring during

- questionnaires, etc,

Contreversy In the Feid of Near-Beath Stndies

Individual
Subjective:
Experienced inside an
individual.

- Individual report of
one’s NDE.

Individual

Objective:

Observed from outside an
indfvidual,

;‘pbléydobgkal monitoring during

- questionnaires, etc.

Collective

Objective:

The socletal/ systemic context:
soclal, technological

r gical, etc, Y
- Resuscitation & other medicat

(research ﬁ'.mdlng) b
- Religious system




Contreversy In the Fold of Noar-Beath Stndies

Individual Individual
::MOHM inside an Observed from outside an
individual. individual,
- Individual report of - physiological monitoring during
one’s NDE. NDE
- questionnaires, etc.
Collective Collective
Subjective: Objective: . .
The cultural context: the The socletal/ sy
shared worldview/meanings social, technological, etc. systems.
of a group of people. - Resuscitation & other medical
- The American public’s pre- technologies
dominant belief in the afteriife | - Political system
- The Western scientific - Academic/scholarty
woridview of empirical (research funding)
Investigation - Religious system

Contreversy in the Feld of Near-Beath Studies

Controvarsy in the fleid of near-death studies can be understood as occurring both within and between
lh-n.Mum,'mnymmnﬂ&i—lmmmwwwmd,m.

Indvidual e ivtdust

Subjective: J ¥
Experienced Inside an Individual Obsarved from outside an individual,
. S ical mon! [l NDE
Individuat report of one’s NDE. m«u-.-:m uring
Collective Collective

Subjective: Objactive:

The cultural contaxt: the shared The societal/systemic context: socie!,
‘worldview/meanings of a group of tachnological, etc, systems,
people. - Resuscitation & othar medical tachnologies
- The American public’s pre-d - Pol

belief In the afteriife - Acad y system

~ The Western sclentific worldview of funding)

empictcal investigation - Ruliglous systam

Controversy i the Fleld of Near-Beath Studlies

C Y in the feld of & studies can be L g both within and betwees
u-n.mm,umwmmwmmammm,uhmmu,m.

Individual NWUQI'

Subjective:

Experienced inside an Individusl Observed from outside an individual.
- Individual report of one's NDE. 'Mmmdmm

Collective Colfactive
Subjactive: Objective:
The cultural context: the shared The soctetal/systemic contaxt: social,
worldview/meanings of a group of techno! tc. systoms.

- Resuscitation & other medical technologies
- The American public’s pre-dominant - Political e ystem
belief in the aftertife ~ Acad y system (
- The Westarn sclentific worldview of funding)
empirical investigation - Raliglous systom

Ceatreversy in the Fleld of Near-Besth Stadies

m-mwumuumum-mmmmm
&uwmumnvmmmwamm“m,uwmmw,m.

Individusl

Objective:

Observed from outside an Individual.
= physiological monitoring during NOE
- questionnaires, etc.

Collective
Subjective:

Tha cuttural context: the shared
worldview/meanings of & group of
paopla.

the technologies
- Tha American public’s pre-dominant - Political system
belief In the aftertife - y systam (
= The Western sclantific worldyiew of funding)
" - Raliglous system




Contreversy In the Fleld of Noar-Death Stadies

wmnmmummwnmumnmmmuaum
mnqmm,uwy-ﬁummMlmhmm,whhlmd,m.

ividual Individual
S"r : mm“:im outside an individual
Experienced Inside an Individusl. : 2
- Individuni report of one’s NDE. . ’ “':"‘:‘:2'" during NOE
Collactive Collective
Subjective: Objective:
The cultural context: the shared The societal/systamic context: social,
woridview/meanings of a group of technological, ebc, systems.
people. ~Resuscitation & other medical tachnologies
-Tha public’s pr - Polttsaal
belief in the afterife - / system
< The Westem sclentific worldview of funding)
empisical investigation - Raligious system

Controversy i the Feld of Near-Besth Stadies

Mlnh“‘dur‘uﬁ-ﬂumhuﬂmbﬂumbﬂﬁﬂhlum
u_'unm,mm-ﬁnmqamdmmm,wwmu,-m

Individual
Subjuctiva Obfective:
Exparionced inside an Individual.
- Indtvidual report of one’s NOE.

Collactive \

Subjactive: Objective:

Tha cultural context: the shared The societal/systemic context: socisl,
workdview/meanings of a group of tachnological, ebc.

people. - Resuscitation & other medical technologies
~ The Amarican public’s pre-dominant - Political system

beliof in the afterilfe - Acad [ach system

- The Western scientific world view of funding)

empirical lnvestigation - Raligious system

m-mmuma-u

* The potential for controversy
around NDEs is further heightened
when Wilber’s developmental
perspective Is taken into account.

¢ He has compiled a dizzying array
of information—

~ ancient and modern,

~ Eastern and Western,

- secular and spiritual—

to support his contention that
every individual, society, and
culture potentially moves through
a developmental sequence

that he has broadly categorized as
prepersonal, personal, and transpersonal.

Contreversy i the Feld of Noar-Death Studies

¢ Wilber has further contended that anyone can have at least a
transitory experience of any state of consclousness...

+ For example, theoretically, anyone is capable of having the

i nal experience—tra nding the usual al
Hmitations of space andfor time—of anNOE, "1 person

But how the NDE will be interpreted—by both the experient and
others who hear about it—depends mln‘my on the develop-
mental level at which the interpreter is primarily operating.
- One person ht interpret it as an indication of being singled
out#ubleum‘k?gorwnlshlng(iod; e sing
~ Ancther as a fascinating glimpse affording a broader
the nature of human consciousness, If not
cosmic Mind.

The potential for controversy is hopefully clear.




Conireversy in the Foid of Noar-Death Simlles

The history of the field
of near-death studies
might be
conceptualized as an
attempt to resolve the
various controversies
that the experience
has so richly spawned.

From an Integral
perspective, however, the
goal of iInquiry and discourse
is not necessarily always to
find one hypothesis or
perspective right and
another wrong but, rather,
to discover how each of the
four quadrants helps to
inform a better
understanding of NDEs—

as Wilber has said,

To hold NDEs
in an all-quadrant, all-level, Integral embrace.

[ Ethical Impiicatiens of the Field of Near-
Death Studies fer Healthcare Previders

o Whatever the ultimate outcome
regarding these various controversies,

some of the NDE have
achioved the status of fact:
~ that people have these
experiences
~ that such find the
uxpe#v‘l‘go melr:'m asits
aftermath, to be profound
- that u-Nu hm ma'ka
r-“o::!"ayllv, e ally, lnd?orw'
physicaily vuinerable.

- ‘TM. vulnerability points oﬁfo N‘D'g:"
mperatives on the part
heaithcare providers.

[Exhical Impiicatiens of the Field of Near-Death
Studles fer Healthcare Previders

¢ In search of ethical principles common to the various medical, mental,
and spiritual heaithcare providers, we reviewed the ethical codes of:
~ American Medical Association
~ American Nurses Assoclation
International Council of Nurses
American Psychiatric Association

American Counseling Associstion

National Board for Certified Counselors

National A lation of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselors
Amerk A lation of Marriage and Family Therapists
National Association of Social Workers

American Assoclation of P e .

The Common Code of Ethics for Chaplains, Pastoral C lors, P
Educators and Students

We found explicit or implicit reference to several principles...




Ethical implicatiens of the Fleld of Near-Death
Studies fer Healthcare Previders

Important ethical principles:

. um':tmld’mnmo practice in a way

beneficence—to practice in that v :
: does good, that conulbum.towaivc well- y v-,.
being of the patient or client; Y4

. auhaom pr:cue. ina m.t#t
on hau patients
lnft.)m:cf,v nn%nydocbions

whenever possible;

0o ractics in 8 way thit hunrs tha
un| m:szf.ncb wmu'.’.'i?-n thei
soclal/cultural context;

Ethical implicatiens of the Fleld ef Near-Death
Studlies fer Healthcare I'I’OVIIOB .

These princirles apply to

the way healthcare

nrgésslonals respond to
S.

Indeed, NDErs collectively
might be considered a
diverse population,

gand ag least :onpe “DErs
ve been physica
e socrélly

chological
* Toficcts the curment knowisqoe Dsn gsmyi/ or :girituzfly at-ris
about medical, mental, and/or spiritual
well-being.
Ethical Implicatiens ef the Field ef Near-Death
Studies fer Healthcare Providers
Studies fer Healthcare Providers
We Immof m'ﬂy”m“ - & e m&":".m:“ favolviag
unethical or ; -
questionable action on the part ¥ %‘e’."“:"&“"‘"“"““""“" "
of their healthcare providers: in whose history an NDE
had played an Important
~ A patient/client being Soquind with & couneslor
diagnosed with a mental - A nurse who patients
disorder on the basis of her both before and after surgery to
NDE alone discuss with her any
surrounding their surgery that
- A patient being medicated they Wrishes te-—ms oo
.n:?::#’ crh: - A rabbl who listened with
surgery report of an NDE mﬂ‘m’h '.,wg,:t
an
-A ishi di nted Inquired into the meaning of the
. Faeutas
ribin,
his N(:E 9 ;vallty of—and inherent mystery




In the next four days,
conference presenters will,
collectively,
— Summarize the current
knowledge base regarding NDEs
- Discuss

o The ethical implications
arising from that knowledge,
e The pualul applluuonl of
that knowledge, and

¢ Future research directions to
enhance that knowledge.

We believe that this conference
will, itself, constitute a historic
event in the field of near-death
studies.

Along the way, we expect that you
won‘t be bored...

..and we certainly hope that you
won'‘t be bored to near-death...

o
Comingh © Randy Glstorgen.

GIASBERGEA

“I was floating in a tunnel toward a very bright light
and then a voice told me I had to go back and
finish Li ing to the pr ion.”

Pegrieted by permistion
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